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Chairman’s Report: July 1 2009
It has been an eventful year in the renal community, and I feel that the Kidney Alliance has made some progress with achieving its goal of promoting high quality treatments for those at risk and those with kidney disease. 
There is still a long way to go of course.

We have continued to manage World Kidney Day, attracting more media attention than previously and observing a greater awareness within the renal community of the opportunity it provides.  As examples of this, we were approached by a number of 3rd parties, commercial and otherwise, wanting to participate. The Kidney Care Plans were launched on that day; the Renal Association launched its interactive maps. The Kidney Alliance launched a new website to support it, and worked with the international team. The Kidney Patient Associations arranged more local events than ever. Of course, it is crucial to develop public health awareness – which is the biggest and toughest goal. I believe that this event will continue to grow and that we have a role to play in this.  Thank you to all those in the working party, who give up their time for the planning for this event – and all those early conference calls! I would particularly like to mention M and M and Portcullis, without whose help it would not have been possible at all. 

We used the opportunity of WKD to launch an early day manifesto, which attracted interest from 68 MPs, for which we must thank Evan Harris. Thanks are also due to Evan for enabling us to hold our quarterly meetings in Parliamentary buildings, and for his support of KA and World Kidney Day. We began our programme of asking parliamentary questions, which you will see later in this document. 

We saw progress in the development of Care Plans, and now must look to how they can improve patient care. We worked well to convince the Specialised Services National Definitions group and commissioners to retain dialysis as a specialised service. We welcomed a new member, the British Kidney Patients Association, which adds to the breadth of our representation. 

We worked hard to support self-care therapies, and indeed the question asked on our behalf by Baroness Gardner, with support from Earl Howe and Lord Colwyn, resulted in a confirmation from the minister that the intention is for the tariff to include set-up costs and more frequent dialysis. We are pursuing this, particularly the frequency of dialysis and cost justification. 

With regard to organ transplantation, we received confirmation from the minister that the Department of Health will be clarifying guidance on preferential directed organ donation; we debated presumed consent and the work of the organ donation taskforce, which has enabled us to move on with an agreed approach. We have met with Chris Rudge and are known to transplant organisations such as the Transplant Trust.

The various projects in which we have participated have assisted me in building links with other disease charities.  The Cardio and Vascular Coalition work enabled co-operation with the Blood Pressure Association, the British Hypertension Society and Diabetes UK for World Kidney Day. For example, we were able to circulate information packs to delegates at the UK Diabetes conference, and managed to get some website inks from these charities to WKD. This bridge-building work is at an early stage but I believe it is appropriate and beneficial for us to pursue this. The CVC report (Destination 2020), funded by the British Heart Foundation, showed how far the medical community has yet to go in recognising renal, but at least kidney disease is represented somewhere. We continue our participation in the Specialised Healthcare Alliance, which is a valuable source of commissioning, NICE and political information.

We have engaged with renal industry, as stakeholders in possible industry initiatives, and with individual companies. By sharing our goals with these organisations we can challenge them to continue to support renal care improvement and to support KA. We retain a level of sponsorship with them, which is indicated on the budget statement in this pack. 

Financially, we have had a challenging year, particularly as World Kidney Day work carries many expenses – public awareness and media work in particular. Nevertheless, with funding from our members and from industry we intend to continue. 

Finally, may I thank you all for your support and contribution to the Kidney Alliance work and your advice and guidance to me in the past year.

Fiona Loud

July 1st 2009 

Parliamentary Questions Raised by the Kidney Alliance as at July 2009
	Topic Area
	Question
	Progress

	Self-care dialysis
	To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to encourage the uptake of self-care dialysis for kidney disease patients, including home haemodialysis, throughout the country
	Raised by Baroness Gardner

	Acute Kidney Injury
	To ask the Secretary of State for Health in the light of the National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death report on AKI, if he will review commissioning across acute admissions and renal services to ensure that: 

o Acute admitting hospitals have access to timely and dedicated nephrological expertise, including 24-hour access to renal ultrasound and emergency relief of renal obstruction.

o Commissioners provide and monitor the provision of care pathways for acute kidney injury, including the appropriate transfer of patients to specialised care as needed 

o All level 3 units have the ability to deliver renal replacement services, including input from a nephrologist.
	Request made to Evan Harris 

	Acute Kidney Injury
	To ask the Secretary of State for Health what steps he is taking to ensure that the diagnosis and treatment of acute kidney injury (AKI) is more effectively monitored, including the setting up of a specific code to identify and audit the incidence and outcomes associated with AKI.
	Request made to Evan Harris 

	Acute Kidney Injury
	To ask the Secretary of State for Health what plans he has to implement the eight principal recommendations made in the National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death report on AKI that was recently published.
	Request made to Richard Benyon 

	Acute Kidney Injury
	To ask the Secretary of State for Health if he will encourage better joint working and commissioning across acute care and renal medicine to ensure that acute kidney injury (AKI) is rapidly diagnosed and that clear care pathways exist in all Trusts, including primary care
	Request made to Richard Benyon 

	Kidney Research
	To ask the Secretary of State for Health how much his department spent on research into kidney disease, including chronic kidney disease, acute kidney injury, kidney cancer, dialysis and end of life care for kidney patients, in the last three years and how much it plans to spend the current year.
	Request made to Janet Dean

	Public Health Awareness
	To ask the Secretary of State for Health what health education programmes his department has undertaken in the last year to improve public awareness of chronic kidney disease and what programmes are planned for the next 12 months
	Request made to Janet Dean
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