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Kidney Alliance 2009-2010
Our Goal: 'to promote prevention and early identification of kidney disease, and high quality treatment for all patients at risk from or identified with kidney failure on an equal and uniform base throughout the UK'.
Priorities for Action in 2009-10

· Remain informed over major issues of the day and input into meetings that provide opportunities to put forward the Alliance consensus view and bring influence to bear.

· Increase the profile of renal services by constructive engagement with DH officials, Ministers and Shadow Ministers, MPs, Peers, NICE, Strategic Health Authorities and the Care Quality Commission.

· Pursue a vigorous government relations programme on consensual issues aimed at generating enhanced understanding and active support.

· Co-ordinate and manage the national World Kidney Day 2010 event using a KA working party.

· Increase awareness of kidney disease and kidney care locally and nationally using World Kidney Day as a focus to educate policymakers, the medical community and general public. 

· Use the WKD platform and others, as appropriate, to drive forward related activities throughout the year, including building closer links with other relevant disease charities. 

· Support work towards increasing transplantation rates in the UK, including pressing for full and rapid implementation of the Organ Donation Taskforce’s 14 recommendations and for progress of this to be closely monitored. 

· Engage with colleagues in the community to monitor and contribute to the work on increasing self-care dialysis capability, and support our member groups in their initiatives to improve and increase all dialysis services. 

· Strive to increase patient choice for modality and mobility throughout the UK.

· Press for full implementation of NICE CKD guidelines and monitor the effectiveness of the guidance. 

· Monitor the status of commissioning to ensure that renal services maintain specialised status on the national definitions set.

· Actively support consensual and appropriate initiatives of the APPKG.

· Monitor the development of national renal reference costs into the renal tariff.

· Method

To address these priorities, it is proposed that the following are used:

· Parliament

· Portcullis Public Affairs

· Targeted briefing of MPs and Peers (e.g. attendees and ‘no-shows’ at WKD plus those who signed the EDM)

· Generating a steady stream of Parliamentary activity relating to the main KA issues, including letters to ministers, PQs etc

· Briefing of officials and input into relevant DH consultations

· World Kidney Day and awareness of kidney disease locally and nationally

· Use www.worldkidneyday.co.uk throughout the year

· Use Ash Healthcare throughout the year

· Continue to forge links with other charities such as Diabetes UK and the Blood Pressure Association

· Consult with the International World Kidney Day team

· Progress patient education opportunities through various initiatives, such as that sponsored by the ABPI

· Organ donation

· Develop and publicise KA statements on organ donation

· Press for measurement of the effectiveness of the current programme

· Develop relationship with National Clinical Director for Transplantation

· Self-care Therapies

· Participate in relevant consultations

· Promote agreed KA views on self-care dialysis

· Administrative support and Fund Raising

· M and M consultants 

· Remaining Informed 

· Participate in the SHCA (Specialised Healthcare Commissioning Alliance).

· Keep in touch with the Public Affairs group from the British Heart Foundation following the work of the Cardio and Vascular coalition

· Participate in Renal Association quarterly meetings

· Actively monitor and seek out opportunities to promote KA goals and views

· Retain the flexibility to respond in a timely manner to new developments and events as they arise

