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Consensus statement on organ donation

Updated 30 April 2009

The Kidney Alliance believes that it is vital to increase the rate of organ transplantation in the UK.  However, given the increasing incidence of kidney disease, and the consequential increase in demand for donated organs, we would question whether the stated target of increasing the number of donated organs by 50% by 2013 will be sufficient to meet demand. 

Targets and measurement

The Kidney Alliance supports the Taskforce’s fourteen previous recommendations, published at the beginning of 2008.  We support the additional recommendation in the Taskforce’s November report for the establishing of target increases in numbers on the Organ Donor register, together with appropriate resources for the promotion of the Register.  However, we would like to see this linked to measurement of the number of organs transplanted since there are many issues that have an effect between donor registration and transplantation.  We also believe that the focus on quantitative measurement of transplantation should not be at the expense of quality and that quality measures should be applied with equal rigor.

The Kidney Alliance strongly advocates assessment of the effectiveness of the current organ donation programme.  We believe that regular progress assessment is crucial and that any identified shortfalls should be addressed during the programme, rather than waiting until the end.

Donation

We agree with the Organ Donation Taskforce’s recommendation that a proper communication strategy on organ donation be developed and that it should be informed by the experience of members of the public.  We would further recommend that such a strategy should particularly address the need to convert positive intention to donate into registration and to look at ways in which registration can be made more accessible.

The Kidney Alliance believes that the fundamental requirements in increasing organ donation remain:

· Make donation easier and more accessible for everyone

· Make decisions on giving permission by families easier and less stressful whatever their decision 

· Encourage and make it easier for those who decide they want to donate to provide recognised consent 

· Provide regular opportunities to review decisions and capability to change mind at any time.

· Make the process of seeking permissions from families less stressful for clinicians and other staff to boost their confidence in handling such situations sensitively.

Resources

The Kidney Alliance is also concerned that some of the recommendations made by the Taskforce will have implications for the workforce, both in terms of working practice and capacity, and we believe that such issues must be addressed as an integral part of the programme’s implementation.

The Kidney Alliance would like to see greater priority given to implementation of the recommendations and calls on the Government to provide the necessary resources and support so that they may be embraced in their entirety as quickly as possible.

Consent

The Kidney Alliance notes the conclusion of the Organ Donation Taskforce not to recommend the introduction of an opt-out system of consent for organ donation in the UK, as published in November 2008 in its report ‘The potential impact of an opt out system for organ donation in the UK’.

We acknowledge the Taskforce’s point that no convincing evidence exists that an opt-out system would increase the number of donated organs.  However, whilst the number of available organs for transplant remains inadequate, we do not feel that any door should be closed – even for five years.
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