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Unconditional directed organ donation

Kidney Alliance position

The Kidney Alliance believes that the donation of organs by deceased donors should be unconditional of any characteristic relating to potential recipients, including gender, race, faith group or nationality.

However, in rare cases, a deceased donor has expressed a wish for a named individual to receive one of their organs.  The Kidney Alliance believes that in such circumstances, the fundamental decision to donate should remain unconditional and should not be contingent on a donated organ being transplanted to a specific person.  However, subject to the preceding condition, we also believe that under the exceptional circumstances of such cases, the wish of the donor should be carried out subject to certain principles that have been proposed.

· We agree with the proposed principle that the donation should proceed according to the wish of the donor, provided that no other person who may otherwise be harmed by the directed donation is in urgent clinical need of an organ.

· We agree with the proposed principle that appropriate consent to donate should have been obtained.

· We agree with the proposed principle that the deceased should have indicated a wish to donate to a specific named relative or friend, or relatives should have expressed that wish on their behalf.

· We agree with the proposed principle that the intention to donate should not be conditional on the directed donation going ahead.

· We agree with the proposed principle that the need for the transplant must be clinically indicated for the intended recipient.

The Kidney Alliance also agrees with the view that any such guidance should be applicable throughout the United Kingdom and should not be applied to part of it nor varied from one devolved country to another.

The Kidney Alliance supports unconditional directed organ donation to named individuals, but would not support its use as a means of specifying that organs should be used in particular groups of recipients on the basis of gender, ethnicity, faith or criteria other than the need to receive a donated organ.

We further propose that the principles under which unconditional directed organ donation should be considered acceptable include a statement making it clear that no benefit (either financial or otherwise) should be made to a potential donor or their family as a condition of naming an individual recipient for a directed organ donation, nor should there have been any coercion involved. 

The Kidney Alliance recognises that circumstances relating to organ donation are often distressing for the recipient, their family members and those of the donor as well as being stressful for health care professionals involved and welcomes the drafting of guidance to clarify NHS Blood and Transplant policy under such circumstances.  
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